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09/09/19

Dear Parents,    
We are delighted that all our pupils have settled in well to their new classes and we wish everyone a happy and successful year in school.   We extend a very warm Burgess welcome to Annie our new school secretary, all our new pupils and their families and we look forward to working with you.  Since my appointment as Principal I have received a very warm welcome from staff, pupils, parents and the wider community. This is very much appreciated and I look forward to working with everyone in the coming weeks, months and years.

School Times:  

Classes will commence each day at 9.20a.m.,with entry to school at 9.15.  Junior and Senior Infants go home at 2p.m. and first to sixth go home at 3.   The school cannot accept responsibility for children outside of school hours.      

Class Information Meetings:
On Friday, September 13th parents of pupils moving to a new class teacher will have an opportunity to meet their teacher briefly to discuss classroom routines etc.. Parents of Junior Infants can meet Ms.Costello at 12.00 p.m., parents of First Class pupils can meet Ms Quigley at 2.45p.m. 
Hurling:

Children from 3rd to 6th have the opportunity to participate in hurling/football training during lunchtime with Fergal McDonnell for the month of September. We are very grateful to Fergal for being so generous with his time and interest. Please ensure your child has their gear in school each day. 

County Athletics:

Children from 3rd to 6th will participate in the schools cross country competition at the end of the month. Training is in full swing.
Crannóg:

Many thanks to Conor Mulcahy who has agreed to build the posts and roof for our new Crannóg. It is very much appreciated and we all look forward to seeing the finished product. 

School Uniform: 
Children are asked to wear the school uniform every day.   On PE days children are permitted to wear their school tracksuit.   Wearing the school uniform helps children to develop a sense of community and feel part of the Burgess National School team.  

Attendance:

 To date this year, attendance rates are really good and we are anxious that this continues throughout the year.   Children are expected to attend school each day except in the case of illness.   Please let the school know if your child is absent.   We are obliged to notify our educational welfare officer if a child misses a lot of time in school.   Every day in school counts and children who are in school on time every day get every possible chance to achieve their potential.  
Sign In/Out:
Should you need to collect your child early please use the sign out book next to the front door and sign in on return.

Safety: 
Just a reminder that bags will be lined up neatly against the school walls and no ball games are allowed before or after school. All parents are asked to cooperate with opening and closing times, for the safety of your children.
Burgess NS wishes to promote a healthy lifestyle for the children in the school.   Accordingly, the following points are to be noted.  
· Children who are ill should not be asked to go to school.  It is not good for the child or the other pupils.   Parents are asked that teachers be made aware of any physical disability, allergy, etc., that their child may have.  
· If your child has an infection or a contagious illness such as chicken pox, please notify the school immediately.  Children who have chicken pox must be kept at home until they are no longer infectious.   Please check with your GP if you are unsure of the incubation period.  Please check your child’s hair regularly for outbreaks of head lice.   If there is an outbreak of head lice in a class, all parents of pupils in that class are informed by note, and asked to take immediate action to treat infestation.  
·   Accidents occur despite supervision.   Minor accidents are treated at school.   Slight cuts and grazes are normally treated by cleaning with cold water. Please sign accident form and return to school.
·   In the event of a more serious accident/child becoming ill, every possible effort will be made to contact the pupil’s parents or the persons delegated to take responsibility for the pupil.  Please ensure that your child’s teacher has an up-to-date address and phone number.   It is parents’ responsibility to inform the school in writing of changes in name, address or phone number.   We also need a 2nd contact number for emergencies.   We will then be able to contact you immediately if your child is sick.    

Child Protection and Welfare: 
In line with my appointment as Principal I have been ratified by the BOM as the Designated Liaison Person (DLP) for Burgess National School with Ann Costello being the Deputy Designated Liaison Person(DDLP).
 The Department of Education and Science have produced Guidelines and Procedures for all schools in relation to Child Protection and Welfare.   These guidelines promote the welfare of all children and are to be welcomed. The Board of Management has adopted these guidelines as school policy.   Consequently if there is a matter of concern in relation to abuse of children in any way we are obliged to report this to Tusla. They will assess the case and provide the necessary support for the child and family concerned.    

Positive Discipline

Our school discipline policy is based on the Incredible Years programme.  There is an emphasis on developing friendship skills, problem-solving and empathy through classroom training activities and positive rewards and children are encouraged to talk about good and bad choices. We have high expectations of all our pupils
Lost Property
Please put your child’s name on jumpers, cardigans, coats, hats, scarves and shoes.
Green Schools:
Having received our 6th Green School Flag we now move onto the theme of Global Citizenship and Energy. Well done and congratulations to all the children for keeping the school so tidy – your efforts won 200euro in the Tidy Schools Competition.

Reminder: 

· From Monday September 16th the new Junior Infants will be staying for the longer school day until 2 o clock. 

· All remaining book rental and ancillary costs money should go to the office in a clearly marked envelope.

· Burgess NS is a NUTFREE ZONE.

Yoga
Yoga will begin for all children on Friday September 20th it will continue weekly until the midterm break. (See expenses form for cost)

P.E

Children are permitted to wear their school tracksuit on Thursdays and Fridays for P.E classes. 

Clothes Collection:

We will continue with the clothes collection, bagged recyclable items can be dropped to school. Just a reminder – no duvets, pillows, cushions or school uniforms will be accepted. 

Once again welcome back and we look forward to meeting you during the year.

Emma Long and Staff
